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(Claim 1) 

A polymeric colorant represented by the following general formula (I): 
[formula (I)] 




wherein D represents an azomethine dye obtained by connection an aromatic diamine 
derivative to an aliphatic or aromatic active methylene group or active methine group through 
oxidative coupling; Xi and X 2 each represents hydrogen, substituted or unsubstituted 
carbamoyl, carboxyl or sulfoalkyl group, at least one of them being a group other than 
hydrogen; Ri, R2, and R3 each represents hydrogen or methyl; Z represents a copolymerizable 
polymer constituting unit; 1, m, and n are zero or positive integers having a sum of 100 and 
represent the ratios of polymer constituting units; and 1 and m are 1 to 99, and n is 0 to 90. 



(Abridgment of the description) 

The claimed polymeric colorant is used for ink-jet recording, and features to have a 
good color tone, weather fastness and water fastness. 

In the general formula (I) of the colorant, D can be an azomethine colorant represented 
by the general formula (III): 



tab m 



N <• y- sv. 




wherein X represents nitrogen or methine; R4 and R5 represent substituted or unsubstituted 
alkyl groups (such as ethyl, methanesulfonamideethyl, methoxyethyl, hydroxyethyl, 



sulfoethyl, sulfopropyl, or carboxyethyl); Y1-Y5 each represents hydrogen, halogen, alkyl or 
alkoxy. 

As an example of Z in the general formula (I), only vinyl acetate is specified. 

During the preparation of an aqueous ink-jet ink, the polymeric colorant is added to the 
ink in an amount of 0. 1 to 25 % by weight. 

In the examples, it is demonstrated that the polymeric colorant, including the 
azomethine colorant, provides a good color tone, weather fastness and water fastness. 
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